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MUAST celebrates Culture Month through 
Research of Intangible Cultural Heritage

Marondera University of Agricultural Scienc-
es and Technology joins  the rest of the nation  
in celebrating the Cultural Month through re-
search. The National Culture month is being 
celebrated under the theme “Celebrating cul-
ture diversity, leaving no one behind.” In light 
of the Government and communities’ appreci-
ating  the role culture plays in development, the 
National Arts Council of Zimbabwe in consul-
tation with stakeholders, as from 2022 has re-
branded  “Culture Week” to “Culture Month.” 
This entails that 

the event will be celebrated in the month of May 
every year.

MUAST celebrated the Culture Month through  
“Inventorying Intangible Cultural Heritage As-
sets affected by Cyclone Idai in Chimanimani, 
Chipinge and Buhera Districts in Zimbabwe”. 
The research was done in collaboration with 
Chinhoyi University of Technology and Scot-
land based Abertay University ,Ministry of 
Higher and Tetiary Education, Innovation, 



Science and Technology Development and the 
Ministry of  Youth, Sport, Arts and Recreation.

The objectives  of the research were to train 
Government officials involved in data collection 
and analysis with the aim to capacitate them 
on inclusion of cultural heritage in risk reduc-
tion and resilience building during disaster risk 
management. Moreso, to inform policy on a di-
saster risk reduction framework that recognises 
the links between different aspects of culture, 
risk reduction and resilience.

The research revealed that, the people attributed 
the Cyclone to belief systems and not to science, 
that is, they believed that this was a spiritual 
occurrence and they did not link it to climate 
change. Another intresting finding  was that the 
Cyclone has caused some forgotten practices 
to re-emege, for example, the aspect of indege-
nous early warning systems, the practice of per-
forming traditional rituals before the onset of 
the rain.These ultimately led to the recommen-
dation that there is a need to maintain cultural 
research so that culturally sensitive issues can 
be observed and ractified as soon as possible.

Apart from research, throughout the month 
MUAST staff and students maintained  the 
wearing of cultural attire and serving African 
cuisines.We continue to urge the members of 
our society to be concious of their culture and 
to maintain it. Wangari Maathai (2004) an Af-
rican political activist, said that, Culture is cod-
ed wisdom, wisdom that has been accumulated 
for thousands  of years and generations. Some 
of that wisdom is coded in our ceremonies, it is 
coded in our values, it is coded in our songs, in 
our dances, in our plays.




