
 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTRE FOR INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 

 

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION WEEK  

 

23 - 25 November 2021 

 

Celebrating the incredible research and innovations, researchers, and partnerships 

within MUAST and throughout our diverse community 

 

Theme: Agricultural innovation for improved food and nutrition security in the 

face of climate change and COVID 19 in Zimbabwe 

 

Venue: Marondera University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology CSC Campus, 

subject to revision depending on the COVID 19 situation 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Marondera University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology will be hosting its 

inaugural Research and Innovation Week from the 23rd to the 25th of November 2021. 

The research week will embrace the Zimbabwe Education 5.0 philosophy with a thrust on 

Agricultural Innovation and Industrialization.  

 

Objectives 

The aim of the Research and Innovation Week is to showcase and celebrate the impactful 

and innovative research that occurs within and beyond the MUAST campuses. 

  

Specific objectives 

a. Bring together researchers of all levels (undergraduate, postgraduate and staff 

members) from all disciplines, to share and present research and innovation ideas, 

results, and successes.  

b. Provide a platform for researchers to learn from one another and to identify 

opportunities for collaborations. 

c. Create a platform to discuss important developments in research, integrating 

research and practice to make research more relevant and impactful. 
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d. Provide a platform for introducing, presenting, discussing, and strengthening 

existing research partnerships and developing new networks. 

e. Motivate for impactful research through research awards.  

 

2. ABSTRACT AND PAPER CATEGORIES 

The abstracts should be based on any or a combination of the following thematic research 

and focus areas: 

 

 Traditional food systems 

 Impact of covid-19 and containment measures on livelihoods 

 Climate change and food and nutrition security 

 Smart, climate proof and conservation agriculture 

 Small Livestock and food security 

 Alternative to animal protein sources for food and nutrition security 

 Plant and animal breeding 

 Animal health and ethnoveterinary medicine 

 Agricultural technologies for smallholder farmers 

 Building resilience at household level 

 Agribusiness and Entrepreneurship 

 

Paper Types 

 Original papers (Regular Papers) should report the results of original research. The 

material should not have been published previously elsewhere, except in a preliminary 

form. 

 Reviews should cover a part of the subject of active area of interest as indicated in the 

thematic research and focus.  

 A Short Communication is a concise, but complete, description of a limited 

investigation. Short Communications should be as completely documented, both by 

reference to the literature and description of the experimental procedures employed, 

as a regular paper. They should not occupy more than 6 printed pages (about 12 

manuscript pages, including figures, etc.).  

 The 'Opinion Paper' offers a forum for discussion of emerging ideas, or new 

approaches and concepts, in all areas within the scope of this call.  

 

Format of Extended Abstracts 

All submissions must include a structured abstract, following the format outlined below. 

These four sub-headings and their accompanying explanations must always be included: 

 Purpose 

 Design/methodology/approach 

 Findings 

 Originality 
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The following three sub-headings are optional and can be included, if applicable: 

 Research limitations/implications 

 Practical implications 

 Social implications 

 

Essential information accompanying Extended Abstracts 

 Title - Concise and informative. Avoid abbreviations and formulae where possible. 

 Author Names and Affiliations - Please clearly indicate the given name(s) and family 

name(s) of each author and check that all names are accurately spelled. Indicate all 

affiliations with a lower-case superscript letter immediately after the author's name 

and in front of the appropriate address.  

 Corresponding Author - Clearly indicate who will handle correspondence at all 

stages of refereeing and publication, also post-publication.  

 Present/Permanent Address - If an author has moved since the work described in 

the article was done, or was visiting at the time, a 'Present address' (or 'Permanent 

address') may be indicated as a footnote to that author's name. The address at which 

the author actually did the work must be retained as the main, affiliation address.  

 

Submission Dates  

 Extended abstracts of up to 500 words, including sufficient details on the 

methodology and proposed outline should be submitted by 15 November 2021 to: 

research@muast.ac.zw, copying cmugova@muast.ac.zw and achare@muast.ac.zw 

 Clearly indicate whether it’s a poster/oral presentation. 

 Posters must be of A0 size with a clear font colour and size allowing readability. 

 Final Posters Submissions: 19 November 2021.  

 

Acceptance Process 

 Authors of accepted abstracts will be notified through e-mail by 30 November 2021 

and will be requested to submit full papers by 14 January 2022.  

 All full manuscripts’ submissions should use APA style of referencing and be sent as 

Microsoft Word documents attachment to: research@muast.ac.zw copying 

cmugova@muast.ac.zw and achare@muast.ac.zw. Within the full manuscript, include 

keywords, all figures (include relevant captions), all tables (including titles, description, 

footnotes), ensure all figure and table citations in the text match the files provided, 

Indicate clearly if colour should be used for any figures in print, graphical abstracts/ 

highlights files (where applicable), and supplemental files (where applicable). 

Manuscript must have been 'spell checked' and 'grammar checked'. All references 

mentioned in the Reference List must be cited in the text, and vice versa. Make sure 

permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted material from other sources 

(including the Internet). A competing interests statement must be provided, even if the 
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authors have no competing interests to declare. Every page of the manuscript, 

including the title page, references, tables, etc. should be numbered. All manuscripts 

should be double-spaced in A4 format with 2.5 cm margins and Arial font of 12 pt. Full-

length original papers should between 5000 and 11500 words in length, unless special 

conditions apply. 

 

Poster Structure 

Please note the following:  

 Poster boards will accommodate A0 size portrait posters: height 1189 mm (46.8 

inches), width 841 mm (33.1 inches). Please ensure that your display will fit within 

these parameters.  

 Title should be in bold. Author’s affiliations and e-mail addresses for should be 

included.  

 Text: a poster should be easily readable from a distance of 1 – 2 meters, and 1.5 or 2 

lines of spaces should be used between each line. It is advised that authors should 

also pay attention to the following points:  

 Headings should be 25% larger than normal text. Bold or other colours may be used.  

 Suggested font sizes are (for the A0 format):  

Main title: 78 pt (bold, upper case)  

Author: 72 pt (bold, title case)  

Affiliation(s): 48 pt (normal, title case)  

Email address: 36 pt (bold)  

Subheading: 36 pt (bold upper case)  

Body of text: 24 pt (normal)  

Smaller fonts may be used in citations and acknowledgement 

 

Manuscript Structure 

a) Introduction - State the objectives of the work and provide an adequate 

background, avoiding a detailed literature survey or a summary of the results. 

b) Results - Results should be clear and concise. 

c) Discussion - This should explore the significance of the results of the work, not 

repeat them. A combined Results and Discussion section is often appropriate. 

Avoid extensive citations and discussion of published literature. 

d) Conclusions - The main conclusions of the study may be presented in a short 

Conclusions section, which may stand alone or form a subsection of a Discussion 

or Results and Discussion section. 

e) Appendices - If there is more than one appendix, they should be identified as A, 

B, etc. For those using formulae and equations in appendices should be given 

separate numbering: Eq. (A.1), Eq. (A.2), etc.; in a subsequent appendix, Eq. (B.1) 

and so on. Similarly for tables and figures: Table A.1; Fig. A.1, etc. 
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 Blind peer review feedback: 14 February 2022. 

 Revised manuscript back from authors: 14 April 2022. 

 

Publication of Accepted Papers 

 Proceedings from the Research Week will be published in the MUAST Paper Series 

by 30 June 2022. 

 

3. EXHIBITION CATEGORIES AND PRIZES 

 Overall best oral presentation 

 Overall best poster presentation  

 Overall best innovative research  

 Overall best/promising innovative product idea/product  

For exhibition kindly indicate your space requirements.  

 

Student categories 

Diploma/undergraduate student 

 Best diploma/undergraduate oral presentation 

 Best diploma/undergraduate poster presentation 

 Best/promising innovative product by diploma/undergraduate student 

 

Postgraduate student 

 Best postgraduate (MPhil/MSc/DPhil) oral presentation 

 Best postgraduate (MPhil/MSc/DPhil) poster presentation 

 Best/promising innovative product by postgraduate student 
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