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‘Indigenous Microsymbionts for Food and Forage 
legumes: Deriving ecosystems services from Agricul-
tural Biotechnology’ project officially launched
Marondera University of Agri-
cultural Sciences and Technol-
ogy launched a research project 
titled: “Indigenous Microsymbi-
onts for Food and Forage legumes: 
Deriving ecosystems services from 
Agricultural Biotechnology” on 
16th September 2021 at Bronte 
Hotel in Harare. The project is 
funded by Research Council of 
Zimbabwe (RCZ). 

The project will be coordinat-
ed by the Climate Change and 
Food Security Institute. The 
project team members are Pro-
fessor N. Nhamo, Professor J. 
Nyamangara, Dr. E.N. Masvaya, 
Dr. N. Chikumba and Dr. T. Ru-
kasha. The main objective of the 
project is to develop effective in-
digenous microsymbionts and a 
biological system for increased 
crop productivity, improved soil 
health and food security. 

Dr. E.N. Masvaya highlighted 
that this project will benefit the

strains of Rhizobia and Mycor-
rhiza in improving production 
of food and forage legumes and 
the contribution of non-aflatoxi-
genic plant-Aspergillus associ-
ations in reducing aflatoxins in 
maize and groundnuts systems. 

Dr. Timothy Marango from the 
Research Council of Zimbabwe 
which is funding the project, 
said that the project should be 
solid, visible and practical. He 
urged researchers to submit

nation as it aims to increasing 
food security in Zimbabwe and 
Malawi. The project objectives 
resonate with Education 5.0 
as espoused by the Ministry of 
Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Innovation, Science and Tech-
nology Development.

Dr. Dumisani Kutywayo from 
Agricultural Research and Inno-
vation Development explained 
that the project will evaluate the 
contribution of indigenous



monthly reports of the project 
so that they will be supported in 
the future projects. 

The Vice Chancellor, Professor 
Justice Nyamangara who was  
the guest of honor, declared the 
project officially launched. The 
Vice Chancellor thanked the 
Research Council of Zimbabwe 
for the generous funding. He 
also mentioned that the project 
dovetails with the university’s 
strategic objectives 2, 3 and 4 of 
section 3.1 of the MUAST Stra-
tegic Plan. “I wish the project all 
the best”, said the Vice Chancel-
lor.


