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   Deputy Minister of the MHTEISTD visits Marondera
    University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology

The Deputy Minister of Higher and Tertiary Educa-
tion, Innovation, Science and Technology Develop-
ment, Honourable Machingura, visited MUAST with 
a delegation from the Ministry to assess key projects 
underway at the University on Monday 9 September 
2021. Deputy Minister Honourable Machingura was 
accompanied by the Principal Director of Innova-
tion and Technology Development, Dr. W. Ganda.

Honourable Machingura said that the construction 
of the Innovation Hub for MUAST and other Uni-
versities is earmarked for next year, and the purpose 
of the Innovation Hub is for nurturing and develop-
ing ideas. The Industrial Park is for commercializa-
tion of ideas from Innovation Hub at a large scale.

He highlighted that “Business development should 
be taken seriously in Universities and competent 
personnel employed to run University business proj-
ects with proper financial reporting being done.” He 

also pointed out that University business projects 
should be run like real business entities geared 
to make profit and be competitive in the mar-
ket. Honourable Machingura emphasized that 
through business development, the University can 
generate its own income and be self-sufficient.

Deputy Minister indicated that to be efficient 
in innovation, the University should consid-
er procuring internationally manufactured 
machinery and studying how they are manu-
factured with the intention to come up with sim-
ilar machinery and also consider innovation of 
small agricultural machinery for local farmers.

“The University farm should be a center of learn-
ing for local farmers and also implement model 
farming methods for the community to learn from,” 
said the Deputy Minister Honourable Machingura.



The Principal Director, Dr. Ganda, said busi-
ness projects are currently being priori-
tized for funding over research projects.

The Deputy Minister and the Principal Direc-
tor were happy with the University’s trajectory.


