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  MUAST TO BENEFIT FROM MUCHEKERANWA       
                                      DAM

                                             Muchekeranwa Dam 
Marondera University of Agricultural 
Sciences and Technology will benefit 
from the recently constructed Muche-
keranwa dam which has the potential 
to irrigate 2 250 hectares with a capac-
ity of 75 million cubic metres of water.

Muchekeranwa dam, a high-impact and 
result-based community project com-
missioned by President Mnangagwa on 
13 May 2021, also came with the Pres-
idential Community Fisheries Scheme, 
an irrigation project, and the construc-
tion of the Muchekeranwa-Wenimbi 
pipeline in Mashonaland East Province. 

Being an agricultural training Unive

rsity, the dam would enable MUAST to 
grow crops all year round at its Dozmary 
farm that is situated near the dam. This 
would enable the smooth training of stu-
dents as water would always be available. 

The establishment of the Fisheries 
Scheme would again provide practi-
cal lessons for students who would be 
doing BSC in Wildlife and Fisheries 
Management. Instead of them travel-
ling elsewhere to conduct practicals
and researches, the dam has provid-
ed a space that is just a stone throw
away. This would enable the Univer-
sity to train human capital that would 
contribute towards food security.



Moreover, the dam would assist the Uni-
versity in its initiatives towards setting an 
industrial park that would in turn enable 
it to contribute towards developmental 
goals and subsequently improve the gross 
domestic product (GDP) of the nation. 

The establishment of Fisheries  Scheme 
at Dozmary Farm would contribute to-
wards the overall national agriculture per-
formance. It would further enhance food 
and nutrition security within the com-
munities, create wealth and employment 
as well as broad-based empowerment 
for the students and the communities.

Moreover, the dam would lead to the 
development of related water and irriga-
tion infrastructure. This in turn would 
ensure the continuous availability of wa-
ter for irrigating the Dozmary Farm that 
houses the MUAST School of Agricul-
ture throughout the year. This would en-
sure agriculture growth, increased pro-
duction, productivity, and profitability 
for the University and the nation at large. 

Muchekeranwa dam will bring 
about a lot of benefits to MUAST 
as it is an Agricultural University. 



 MUAST OPENS ANOTHER CAMPUS
Marondera University of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology opened a new campus at the United Meth-
odist Church premises which are located in Ruzawi. 

This move was necessitated by the need to ac-
commodate the growing number of students 
and staff since teaching venues and offices for 
staff had become congested at the CSC campus. 

The move to the UMC premises will be 
a stop gap measure as the main cam-
pus at Cloverhill Farm is being constructed.

The UMC campus will house the Facul-
ty of Agribusiness and Entrepreneurship. 



  UPCOMING YOUNG PLANT BREEDER AT                   
                                         MUAST
Rachel Magaya, an MSc Crop Science 
(Plant Breeding) student at Maronde-
ra University of Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology (MUAST), 
and  member of the Zim-
babwe Plant Breeders 
Association (ZPBA) 
raised the MUAST 
flag nationally and 
internat ional ly 
as she was fea-
tured in the ZPBA 
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as a young and up-
coming professional.

Rachel defied the odds, sac-
rificing family time and rest in pursuit 
of her dreams and goals. The journey 
as a mature student has not been easy 
for Rachel considering that she had 
a full time job and a mother of two 
children, the youngest five months 
old when she started her studies. 

Furthermore, with no scholarship op-
portunity, they had to work hard as 
a family to ensure that her tuition 
fees were paid on time. Rachel had 
to forgo most of the social activities 
such as family events, church gath-
erings as she focused on her studies. 

In her final year, she got an attach-
ment the Crop Breeding Institute (CBI) 

opportunity with the DR & SS under
maize section and this exposure stirred 
her interest in plant breeding. Under the 
mentorship of Dr Simango (MUAST) 

and Mr Matova (CBI), Rachel car-
ried out her research study on 

the adaptability and stabili-
ty of CBI new elite maize 
(Zea mays L.) hybrids in 
diverse environments 
around Zimbabwe. 

The CBI produces several 
maize hybrids yearly and 

these need to be evaluated 
for adaptability and stability 

before release. In her study, 20 
newly developed maize hybrids were 

evaluated across six sites in Zimbabwe 
for grain yield and other related traits. 

Apart from contributing to the data for 
variety release, the study will also help 
farmers in choosing varieties which 
are best suited for their environment. 

‘‘My word of advice to women and young 
breeders is that nothing comes without 
hard work and persistence. Age is just a 
number when it comes to adult learning, 
it is never too late to learn new things. 
Personally, I will be moving from the 
health sector to agriculture’’, said Rachel.



    VIRTUAL CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION BY                                  
               MUAST STAFF AND STUDENTS
 A MUAST DPhil student, Nhamo 
Mudada, presented a paper at the 
ZBA online conference held on 5th 
May 2021. The online conference 
was run under the theme, “Enhanc-
ing genetic gains to boost crop pro-
ductivity and quality in the face of cli-
mate change and discerning markets”.  

His presentation was on the “Val-
ue of plant quarantine in the protec-
tion of crop genetic gains from ex-
otic pests: Implication on trade and 
cross border movement of germplasm”. 
Nhamo is being supervised by Dr 
Mapope and Professor Ngezimana.
z Z
Dr Kennedy Simango, head of plant 
breeding, presented a paper at the same 
online conference titled, “Towards
improved varieties of African In-
digenous Vegetables in Zimbabwe”. 

Dr Simango’s presentation is based on 
research being undertaken under the 
African Indigenous Vegetables in Zim-
babwe which is being sponsored by 
the government through the Minis-
try of Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Innovation, Science and Tech-
nology Development.
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