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MUAST FLAG RAISED HIGH

Dr Ernest Dube represented MUAST at the two-day 
African Union, 3rd ASRIC Congress Scientific Session 
which was held in Rabat, Morocco from 18 – 19th Feb-
ruary 2021. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the con-
ference was held virtually  after the cancellation of the 
physical attendance.  Dr Dube’s research paper titled: The 
intersection of COVID-19, poverty and food insecuri-
ty: A challenge to the health and well-being of urban 
households in Zimbabwe, was one of the best 25 papers 
by African scientists that were successfully chosen from 
the African continent to be presented at the conference. 

Dr Dube’s paper interrogates the challenges caused by the 
impact of the COVID-19 on the already poverty strick-
en and food insecure urban households in Zimbabwe. 
Using Plumtree town in Matabeleland South as a case 
study, the paper argues for the interventions that look 
beyond just preventing and controlling pandemics, to in-
terventions that address other social problems triggered 
by the pandemics response. In the paper, Dr Dube fur-
ther argues that the three social problems of COVID-19, 
poverty and food insecurity intersect to make human life 
more complex and miserable. The papers presented at 
the conference will be published in the ASRIC Journal. 

The 3rd ASRIC Congress in Rabat, Morocco placed 
particular emphasis on the theme “Infectious Dis-
eases and pandemics threats – What Agenda for 
Africa?” in conjunction to the implementation of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
AU agenda 2063. The Congress focused on critical 
pandemic issues in Africa, that chief amongst them 
includes the impact on health system and promis-
ing solutions, and the impact on the economy and 
food security and alternative models for socioeco-
nomic development to reduce poverty and hunger. 

The ultimate Goal of the Congress was to launch 
a call for action towards African leaders, Part-
ners and Researchers and Health professionals 
aiming at strengthening Africa health system and 
its Scientific and technological research and In-
novation System, an alternative model for socio-
economic development and resilience, reversing 
the brain drain to support African development 
and valuing African resources and related po-
tential for national and regional development. 

To achieve this goal, the congress was aimed 
amongst other things at gathering notable Afri-
can health professionals, scientists, policy mak-
ers and industry leaders to deliberate on Africa’s 
challenges of population health, poverty and food 
security,  and at promoting the creation of an 
R&D and innovation ecosystem aimed at devel-
oping innovative solutions to Africa’s challenges 
of population health, poverty and food security. 

Congratulations! Makorokoto! Amhlope to you 
Dr. Dube. Keep raising the MUAST flag high. 


