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ON Tuesday the 19th of November 2019, the 
Marondera University of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology (MUAST) signed an Associate Status 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
Kushinga Phikelela Polytechnic (KushPhik). The 
Five year MoU will facilitate the administration 
of University-approved courses and University-
conferred degree programmes of study in the 
Faculty of Agribusiness and Entrepreneurship to be 
offered at the Polytechnic.

The MoU will see Kushinga Phikelela run degree 
programmes under the auspices of the Marondera 
University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology.  
In his welcome remarks, the Vice Chancellor, 
Professor Justice Nyamangara congratulated the two 
education institutions for finally tying the knot after 
several months of discussions. Prof Nyamangara 
highlighted that the MoU had opened doors for 
future collaborations between the two institutions. 

The Vice Chancellor was also elated with the signing 
of the MoU as this was the first MoU that MUAST 

MUAST   AND   KUSHPIK   SIGN  AN    MOU 
TO ENHANCE COLLABORATIONS

MUAST, CUT, UZ and University 
of Abertay Dundee (UK) win the 
Biotechnology and Biological 
Sciences Research Council grant. 
Marondera University of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology (MUAST), Chinhoyi University of Technology 
(CUT), University of Zimbabwe (UZ) and the University 
of Abertay Dundee (UK) won the Biotechnology and 
Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) grant 
after applying for the coveted award in June 2019. 
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Mr Mavunga (left) and Professor Nyamangara (right) during the MoU signing ceremony

Ms. Chipashu signing the MoU documents



signed with a local institution after signing 
another MoU with Mukuba University in Zambia 
in September. 

The Principal of Kushinga Phikelela, Mr Mavunga 
expressed his gratitude to MUAST for finally 
agreeing to partner with KushiPhik in Human 
Capital development and said this was a historic 
moment for the Polytechnic. Furthermore, he  
added that the MoU was going to pave way for the 
two institutions to transform Marondera town, 

as well as Mashonaland East Province as a whole. The 
Principal also highlighted that with the commitment of 
students and staff he had witnessed, MUAST was poised 
for growth.  

In his closing remarks Dr C. Gumbo, the Acting Dean 
in the Faculty of Agribusiness and Entrepreneurship 
expressed confidence and optimism in the MoU and 
thanked the KushPhik Principal for believing in MUAST 
through the partnership with MUAST in fulfilling the 
nation’s human capital needs. 

FACULTY   OF AGRIBUSINESS   EXPLORES 
MACHIKI AND MAKOTORE FARMS
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The Faculty of Agribusiness and 
Entrepreneurship lecturers and 
students had an educational tour 
at Makotore Farm and Machiki 
Irrigation Scheme on the 1st of 
November 2019. 

The trip was meant for students 
to familiarise with crop 
production and appreciate projects 
undertaken at these farms. The 
visit also exposed students to 
community development projects, 
their challenges and how the 
communities are coping with these 
challenges. 
Makotore farm, located about 15 
kilometres east of Marondera town, 

is home to horticultural products 
with the main produce being 
vegetables, cucumbers, potatoes, 
tomatoes as well as livestock.

The farm supplies their produce 
to Kushinga Phikelela Polytechnic 
and other buyers in and around 
Marondera. The students 
noted that the farm practices 
conservation agriculture through 
crop rotation. 

The farm produces other 
leguminous crops in-order to 
break disease cycle and to fix 
nitrogen which would have 
been used by heavy feeders like 

potatoes. The farm also offers 
accommodation and catering 
services to Kushinga Phikelela 
students. 

After visiting Makotore Farm, the 
MUAST lecturers and students 
proceeded to Machiki irrigation 
scheme which is located 50 
kilometres from Marondera town. 
The irrigation scheme provides 55 
farmers with irrigation water.  

The farmers irrigate crops such 
as maize, wheat and tomatoes. 
Machiki irrigation scheme is 
jointly managed by government 
and farmers. 



The total grant awarded is valued at £998,801. 
Dr Alberto Fiore (University of Abertay, UK) is the 
Principal Investigator and Dr Lesley Macheka is the 
country coordinator for the Zimbabwean partners.  

The funded research is titled, “Upscaling edible insect-
based porridge to improve health and nutritional status 
of Primary School children in Zimbabwean’s low socio-
economic communities”. The project is expected to run 
for 36 months from February 2020 to February 2023.
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Dr Lesley Macheka attended the 2019 
Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement 
Global Gathering that was held in 
Kathmandu in Nepal from the 4th to 7th of 
November 2019. 

The SUN Movement Secretariat (SMS) 
organized a 4-day Global Gathering, which 
was attended by over 1000 participants 
from all over the world. Participants 
included delegations from the 61 member 
countries of the SUN Movement, SUN 
global support system personnel, civil 
society, private sector, donors, the United 
Nations network, and partners from the 

DR MACHEKA ATTENDS SUN 
MOVEMENT GLOBAL GATHERING

international and regional organisations 
and academic communities. 
The theme of the Global gathering was, 
"Nourishing people and planet together”. 
The Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) movement, 
is a framework that focuses on the reduction 
of malnutrition in the first 1000 days of life 
that is from birth up until a child is 2 years 
old. SUN is a renewed effort to eliminate 
all forms of malnutrition based on the 
principle that everyone has a right to good 
food and nutrition. 

The Zimbabwean delegation included 
representatives from the Government, 
United Nations, Donors, Civil Society 
Organisations, Academia, and youth 
leaders. Dr Macheka attended as the 
Chairperson of the Scaling Up Nutrition 
Research and Academia Platform 
(SUNRAP) in Zimbabwe. Dr Macheka’s 
attendance to this global event was made 
possible by the support from the Food and 
Nutrition Council of Zimbabwe and the 
SUN Movement Secretariat, Switzerland.
Faculty of Agribusiness and 
Entrepreneurship hosts a Pre-
Industrial Attachment workshop. 

THE Faculty of Agribusiness and 
Entrepreneurship conducted a pre-industrial 
attachment workshop on the 14th of November 
2019 to prepare students going for their 
industrial attachment early next year.

Dr Lesley Macheka at the SUN Movement Global Gathering

Dr P. Mukarumbwa presenting at the Pre-Industrial 
attachment workshop
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Dr C. Gumbo, the Faculty Dean reiterated 
that students should represent the University 
brand well by adhering to its core values. 
He also informed the students that they 
are ambassadors of the MUAST brand and 
they are encouraged to maintain a high level 
of discipline to project the MUAST brand 
positively. 

MUAST students had a golden opportunity 
to pay attention to a series of educative and 
grooming presentations from members 
of staff in the Faculty. Dr P. Hlungwani; 
“Disciplinary Issues during attachment”; 
Dr P. Mukarumbwa; “School and Industry 
Expectations”; Mr B. Nyagadza; “Choosing a 
Suitable place for attachment”; Mrs P. Hove; 
Attachment Assessment Instruments” and Ms J 
Chokumanyara; “Grooming and Deportment” 
were the main presenters in the pre-industrial 
attachment workshop.\ 

The workshop was very interactive through 
constructive and meaningful discussions 
centred on institution and industry 
expectations, choosing a suitable place for 
attachment, assessment instruments and 
grooming and deportment. 

Dr. P. M. Hlungwani presenting a the Pre-Industrial 
attachment workshop (top), students and lectures paying 
attention to presentations during the pre-industrial 
attachment workshop


