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EXAMS ARE HERE! 
THE month 
of November 
marks the 
edge of the 
semester as 
both lecturers 
and students 
prepare for 
exams. 
Lecturers play a huge role in 
students’ performance during 
exams. Students want to meet, 
and often exceed expectations 
that are set by their lecturers 
and to satisfy parents. 

However, lecturers and 
parents need to be watchful 
about how they convey these 
expectations so as to not be 
unduly pressurizing, thus 
becoming an added source of 
stress for the student. Being 
mindful about a few things 
when your students are 
preparing for exams may be 
helpful at every stage.

The exam is not a judgment 
on parenting, neither is 
it a judgment about your 
teaching. It is just one of 
many milestones students 
have to cross in their life every 
semester at school. Just like in 

a marathon, in a hundred meter 
sprint, students have to make a 
dash and the ultimate goal is to 
pass. There is no time to trip and 
stumble.

The goal is to take stock of each 
milestone as it passes by, to enjoy 
the view, to overcome obstacles, 
to keep your spirits high and have 
the energy to complete the run, all 
the way to the end. Lecturers and 
staff, must believe that themselves 
first, and then be sure to pass on 
that message to those in their 
watch. If a child stumbles along 
the way, they will get a chance to 
recover and come back on track 
to complete the marathon run, 
provided they allow them to, 
without killing students’ spirit 
and confidence. 

Lecturers should acknowledge 
effort, not performance. The only 
variable in the process of studying 

for an exam that the 
student can control 
is the amount of 
effort they put in. 

They cannot 
control what 
questions will 
come, or how 
their paper will get 
marked, or whether 
the person who 
is marking their 
paper is having a 
good day or a bad 
one; neither can 
they control how 
other students 
will perform, 
or whether the 
paper will leak or 
the exam will get 
rescheduled. 

The only thing they 
can control is their 
effort and you want 
to ensure they do 
their best. 

August 2019 
semester exams 
begin on the 25th 
November.

MUAST students studying



Marondera University of Agricultural 
Sciences and Technology (MUAST) 
attended and donated at Dimbiti Primary 
School Prize and Award Giving Ceremony 
held on the 24th of October 2019.
 
Mr J. Chipomho, a lecturer in the Crop 
Science Department attended the 
ceremony on behalf of MUAST and he 
was the Guest of Honour. The University 
donated stationery to all outstanding 
students while the Guest of Honour 
donated $500 to the primary school.

Prizes were given to pupils who excelled 
in their academic studies from grade 1 up 
to grade 7, pupils who were outstanding 
in athletics and volleyball teams who 
performed well at provincial level. Long 
serving staff members were also awarded.

MUAST is an upcoming institution in 
Mashonaland East Province and it seeks to 
give a hand in its capacity to small education 
institutions around Marondera District. 

Lecturers must stop 
abusing female students

assault is most common in 
instances where a female 
student’s grades are poor, 
thus she is offered a chance 
to redeem herself by getting 
involved intimately with the 
lecturer.
 This has resulted in many 
students engaging in 
promiscuous acts to get 
better grades. This has 
led to moral and culture 
decadence as men who are 
supposed to be respected 
and to uphold morals for 
the community are the 
perpetrators.
 With the help of various 
stakeholders, FSN will 
continue advocating 
for better policies for 
female students and also 
awareness campaigns are 
underway to conscientise 
them on their rights and 
also on how to handle such 
issues.
 Visiting each and every 
tertiary education 
institution is a goal that the 
organisation is hoping to 
achieve as it fights against 
sexual harassment.        
 Interaction with students 
has exposed “bizarre” 
incidents that are 
occurring but are not 
being recognised as sexual 
assault.
 These include, among 
others, comments about a 
female student’s body or 
the way she dresses.

Female student.

EDITOR- College and 
university lecturers must 
desist from asking for 
sexual favours from female 
students in return for 
academic favours.
The issue of sexual 
harassment has been in 
the limelight for some time 
now without any solutions 
to nip it in the bud. 
 Sexual harassment in 
tertiary institutions has 
been a burning issue that 
has been turned a blind eye 
to all the time. Also there is 
no proper implementation 
of the available policies to 
safeguard female students 
from the perpetrators.
 Female Students 
Network Trust (FSN), an 
organization that works 
with female students in 
Zimbabwe, has made efforts 
to curb sexual assaults at 
learning institutions.
 The organisation 
campaigned to establish 
policies that can safeguard 
female students and this 
has been effective to some 
extent. 
 Thus strenuous efforts 
must be made to support 
the efforts of various 
organizations in fighting for 
the rights of female students 
to reduce sexual harassment 
at tertiary institutions.
 FSN has dealt with female 
students who have opened 
up on their ordeals with 
perpetrators of sexual 
harassment. 
 It has been noted that sexual 
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Mr J. Chipomho at Dimbiti Primary School



DR GODWILL M. MADAMOMBE 
on behalf of Marondera University of 
Agricultural Sciences and Technology 
(MUAST), attended a 5 day workshop at 
the Swedish University of Agriculture, 
Uppsala, Sweden from the 27th of 
October to the 1st of November 2019. 

Agriculture for Food Security 2030 
(AgriFose 2030) hosted and funded this 
workshop. The workshop drew participants 
from Zimbabwe, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Uganda and Laos. This was a follow 
up workshop on the first one, held in Sweden 
last year. The workshop ran under the theme: 
Livestock keeping among smallholders for a 
nutritious diet and increased food security.

The workshop was designed with the 
principles of peer-to-peer learning, critical 
reflection through dialogue and participatory 
knowledge exchange. Thinking about the 
communication messages and products 

were integrated through-out. The workshop 
was also designed around the ‘Outcome 
Harvesting’ approach, which is a participatory 
evaluation process to identify and analyse 
outcomes, including planned and unexpected 
ones. The ‘Outcome Story’ is the format for 
documenting outcomes in a consistent way.

Projects were used as the framework 
to gather and analyse outcomes and 
lessons learned. The workshop aimed at 
providing a summing up of the project, by: 
•	 Identifying	 and	 documenting	
the out     comes that were promoted 
through the science uptake projects.
•	 Critical	 reflection	 on	 what	 was	
achieved and not achieved overall, and 
the contribution of the AgriFose project 
to wider change in the project settings.
•	 Sharing	experiences	from	implementation.
•	 Identifying	 and	 capturing	 lessons	
for future science uptake projects.
•	 Contributing	 to	 a	 final	
report for AgriFoSe 2030.

Dr. Madamombe attends the Final Workshop for 
Livestock Theme Science Translation Projects

Dr Godwill Madamombe


