
 

 

 

 

Meet Doctor Esther N. 

Masvaya, our New PhD 

Graduate  
Dr. Esther N. Masvaya is a senior lecturer in 

the Faculty of Earth and Environmental 

Sciences. She joined MUAST on the 1st of June 

2019. Dr 

Masvaya 

recently 

graduated with 

a PhD in 

Farming 

Systems 

Agronomy with 

the Plant 

Production 

Systems Group 

of Wageningen 

University in 

the Netherlands. Her PhD research focused on 

investigating the potential of conservation 

agriculture and intercropping to contribute to 

sustainable intensification and climate smart 

agriculture. The work involved combining field 

trials with crop growth modelling. This 

culminated in a thesis entitled “Risk and crop 

production intensification options for semi-arid 

southern Zimbabwe”. She successfully 

defended her thesis on 27 May 2019 in 

Wageningen in the Netherlands. 

Prior to the attainment of the PhD, Dr Masvaya 

obtained a Master of Science degree in Soil 

and Environmental Management and a BSc 

Honours degree in Agriculture (Soil Science) 

both from the University of Zimbabwe in 

obtained in 2007 and 2005 respectively.  

  

 

 

Esther joined MUAST from International Crops’ 

Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics, 

Zimbabwe where she was employed as a 

Scientific Officer/Research Associate 

(Agronomy) from 2007. She has over ten years 

of research experience in water and soil 

resources conservation and environmental 

management. To date, she has published over 

ten academic peer reviewed articles, three 

book chapters and has presented at five 

international conferences. Her current research 

focus is on systems analysis for climate smart 

and sustainable intensification technology 

options and environmental modelling to predict 

the effects of climate change.  

On behalf of the Vice Chancellor, we 

congratulate her on her attainment of a PhD 

and making a decision to join MUAST. It is a 

great honour to have her in our team and we 

hope she will have an excellent time serving 

MUAST. 
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Dr. Esther N. Masvaya 

Dr. Esther N. Masvaya during her graduation in the Netherlands 


